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ABSTRACT

This study examines the political philosophy of Charles-Louis de Second at, Baron de
Montesquieu, and its foundational contributions to the evolution of Western political thought,
focusing specifically on the principle of the separation of powers and political liberty as articulated
in his seminal work, The Spirit of the Laws.

To achieve its objectives, the study adopts a multi-methodological approach: it employs the
historical method to contextualize the absolute monarchy in France and its justifications for
despotism, viewing it as the historical backdrop that triggered Montesquieu’s critical project for
political moderation and the rule of law. Furthermore, the analytical-critical method is utilized to
uncover his philosophical foundations, analyze his typology of governments, evaluate the
preventative mechanisms of the separation of powers against tyranny, and elucidate his conception
of political liberties as rights exercised strictly under the law. Expanding into contemporary
discourse, the research applies an institutional-analytical to link Montesquieu’s thought to the
institutional dimension of sustainable development (specifically SDG 16), demonstrating that
judicial independence, the balance of powers, and mutual checks and balances are prerequisites for
good governance, sustainable public policies, and anti-corruption efforts.

The study concludes that Montesquieu established a normative reference framework for building
just and effective institutions. It recommends integrating this framework into legal education
curricula, political science, Sharia and Islamic studies, as well as economics and financial
transactions, thereby fostering an institutional awareness that intertwines justice, governance, and
sustainable development.

Keywords: Montesquieu, political philosophy; The Spirit of the Laws, sustainable development.
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