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ABSTRACT

Anyone tracing the course of modern and contemporary Arab history will observe that while
the intellectual landscape was not lacking in cultural figures, it suffered from a lack of
consensus and divergent intellectual trends. Consequently, theoretical approaches differed,
particularly in our contemporary era. This reflects a crisis in Arab thought, specifically
concerning the intellectual and the prevailing cultural paradigm. The problem, therefore, lies
in the structure of the Arab intellectual, which reflects the Arab reality, the true nature of the
intellectual, and their influence on their social and political environment. We might also
observe a problem in the maturity of intellectual visions and propositions, which have been the
subject of debate and the imposition of Western intellectual and philosophical projects onto
the Arab reality. This has led to exaggerated expectations and a discrepancy between ambition
and reality. Thus, the dilemma in our Arab world lies in the awareness of who we are, what we
want, how we will achieve it, and where we will end up. Therefore, what prompted me to
explore the identity of the Arab intellectual and the maturity of their discourse is that it has not
been a highly influential or effective cultural force. The Arab scene, and perhaps it did not
withstand what we witnessed in the Arab Spring uprisings, whose embers quickly died out and
whose dreams collapsed, as well as what happened after October 7, 2023 in Gaza, Palestine,
which revealed beyond any doubt that the influence of the Arab intellectual does not extend
beyond the margins, speeches and petitions are signed, but have no effect. The level of
repercussions in the Arab cultural scene reflects the poor state of the Arab intellectual, and
from here came our question about the Arab intellectual between the meaning and the reality.
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