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ABSTRACT

This study examines the representations of the Jewish character in Libyan prose literature,
focusing on four narrative patterns that appear in literary texts: the enemy, the victim, the
stranger, and the symbol. The research problem arises from an attempt to understand how
Libyan literature has constructed the image of the Jew as the “other” within the narrative
imagination and how this image has evolved across different historical and social contexts in
Libyan society. The study aims to analyze the intellectual and aesthetic dimensions of these
representations in novels and short stories. The researchers adopt a descriptive-analytical
approach through the examination of selected narrative texts while considering their historical
and political contexts. The findings reveal that the representation of the Jewish character in
Libyan literature has not remained fixed but has changed according to historical circumstances.
In some texts, the Jew appears as an enemy influenced by political discourse related to the
Arab-Israeli conflict, while in others he is portrayed as a victim of fascist repression and forced
displacement. The figure also emerges as a stranger living within Libyan urban spaces without
full integration. In contemporary narratives, however, the Jewish character increasingly
functions as a cultural symbol representing memory, identity, and nostalgia for a period of
social plurality. The study recommends further research on the representation of minorities in
North African literature in order to deepen the understanding of cultural diversity in the region.

Keywords: Libyan Prose Literature, Jewish Character, Narrative Representation, The Other,
Cultural Memory.
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