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ABSTRACT

The research aimed to identify the effect of sensory integration disorder on reading and writing skills
among children with autism. It sought to clarify the concept of sensory integration, identify its types and
disorders, and reveal its relationship with reading and writing learning difficulties. The research also
aimed to identify the main manifestations of reading and writing difficulties, their causes, methods of
diagnosis, and therapeutic approaches that can be used to reduce their effects on children.

The research adopted the descriptive analytical method by reviewing educational and psychological
literature related to learning difficulties and sensory integration, and by analyzing the relationship
between sensory disorders on the one hand and reading and writing skills on the other. The research also
benefited from previous studies and writings that examined the effectiveness of the sensory integration
approach in improving academic learning among children with learning difficulties and children with
autism.

The results of the research showed that sensory integration disorder is one of the factors affecting the
emergence of reading and writing difficulties. A defect in receiving, organizing, and interpreting sensory
information leads to weakness in attention, visual-motor coordination, spatial perception, and auditory
and visual discrimination, which are essential skills for acquiring reading and writing. The results also
indicated that the use of sensory integration activities helps improve the brain’s organization of sensory
stimuli, enhances the child’s ability to concentrate, and develops fine motor skills, which positively
reflects on reading and writing performance. The research concluded with the importance of employing
therapeutic and educational programs based on sensory integration, with the participation of the teacher,
special education specialist, psychologist, and family, in order to help reduce reading and writing
difficulties among children with autism.

Keywords: Sensory integration, sensory integration disorder, reading difficulties, writing difficulties,
children with autism.
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