,1 University of Zawia Journal of Legal llljll
{ g ’E and Sharia Sciences (UZJLSS) AN LA A b

UZILSS Volume 14, Issue 1, 2025, pp 57-73, ISSN 3106-1117 i SESAWIA

Sovereignty of State in Light of the International Law Changes Between
Absolute and Relative State’s Oil Contracts as a Model

Naser Mohamed

Department of Private Law, Faculty of Law ,University of Zawia, Zawia, Libya

Corresponding author email: naseragel 70@zu.edu.ly

Received 06 /04/2025 | Accepted 27 /04/2025 | Available online 30 /06/2025 | DOI:10.26629/uzjlss.2025.04

ABSTRACT

This study determines the modern approach of the principle of state’s sovereignty, in light of a
set of developments and changes that contribute in forming the structure of the international
system in its situation today. In this approach, we focused on state’s oil contracts as a model
through which the results can be accurately determined, given that the state's signing of these
contracts with foreign companies is considered one of the clearest and most prominent
manifestations of sovereignty exercising. These contracts have raised a controversy in
jurisprudential, legal, and economic environment regarding its nature and, consequently, its
susceptibility to nationalization. This has led the investments host countries to exercise their
traditional (absolute) sovereignty and pushed the international community to recognize their
right to nationalize their natural resources. In contrast, technology-exporting countries have
sought to fundamentally change the traditional principle of state sovereignty, from absolute to
relative, reducing the absolute right of State sovereignty, when it established a set of restrictions
imposed under the umbrella of the international law. Based on this, the scope of state
sovereignty was reduced from absolute to relative by the tools of international law itself. The
study reached to several conclusions, which we believe to be valid, perhaps the most important
of which is that, just as the international law was the spiritual father of the state in its early days,
and the nurturing mother of its sovereignty, it will be the effective tool for the beginning of the
erosion of its sovereignty and the decline of its star.

Keywords: Nationalization, State Sovereignty, Principle of Equality, Principle of
Compensation, Public Interest
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